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Monthly Meeting

Time: The Boca Raton Society meets on the third Thursdayf
each month at7:30 p.m. Next Meeting -11/19/2009

Location: Mounts Botanical Garden at Military N/O Southern
Blvd. 531 North Military Trail W Palm Beach FL 33415.
Meeting is in the building next to the front parking lot.

(Do not go through the main entrance gate.)

http://www.bsi.org/webpages/boca_raton.html

Officers President’s Message
Joe Libertucci - President
Cathy Burger - Vice President . . . .
If you missed the last meeting you missed a zieg

Tammy Marks - Treasurer s C
Allen Sistrunk  Secretary Our speaker was the author of Tillandsias”, Pau

Isley. He spoke on everything from deep se¢
Directors exploration to the carnival in Venice, Italy. And he ever
Nick Bethmann - Director discussed Tilandsias, accompanied by beautift
Betty Ahlborn - Director photographs that turned Ball Moss in to intricate
Cynthia Wroblowsky - Director mosaics so you can imagine what the hybrids look:

like. Actually, you don’t have to imagine. Many of the

Committee Chairs photographs will be in Paul's new book, "Tillandsia

Kathy Silverio - Refreshments . . . .

Lynn Thompson - Editor / e-Editor II" or f)n his wep site at Ralnforest Flora. .

Tammy Marks - Web Master We'll be holding elections for our new officersat our
Shawna Price - Publicist next meeting. If you weren't at the last meeting pleas
Adra Bifano - Membership check the list below to see if you were nominatedhow
Kitty Phillips - Past President do you think | became President ):

Shawna Price - Events

Jeff Hutchinson - Sales President- Joe Libertucci

Nick Bethmann - Librarian Vice President- Lewis Burger

Treasurer- Tammy Marks
Secretary-Allen Sistrunk

November Program: Board Member-Ruth Lynch

Ray Lemieux See page 3 for details. . i )
Its the last meeting of the year (no meeting i

November Ramble: No Ramble! December) so come and get the details on the Chrisas

- . Party.
; ‘ There is only one word to desche the Fall Mount’s

) S " | Sale...WINDY !

- d * Joe Libertucci
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4 minutes 3 pizzas

L
-l
~ )

a0 = 4’

Kathy Silveri - Refreshment Chair

Did you ever wonder what to bring for the
refreshment table? Bring pizza! Yes, we devoured 3
pizzas in 4 minutes. Shawna brought in 3 fresh
piping hot pizzas straight from the pizza parlor
oven. They were delicious. Don’'t want to bring
pizza bring meatballs and pasta. | think Harriet
and Larry’s meatball and pasta dish went as fast as
the pizza. If you don't like pizza and aren'’t into
cooking meatballs and pasta, bring a dessert.
Lynn's Chocolate Zucchini Cake and Aine's
pastries did not last very long on the table. If gu
really do not want to cook or bake, bring a
beverage. Ben’s bromeliad juice was a hit. What is
bromeliad juice? Pineapple Juice of course!

So for those members whose birthday is in
November you have lots of ideas for your
contribution to the refreshment table. The meeting
is coming up soon. So let me know what you will be
bringing by either emailing me at
drrodrigos@aol.com or call me at 561-635-1507.
For the new members, if you don't already know,
we ask that during your birthday month to bring
any type of food, dessert or beverage for the
refreshment table. Those with December birthdays
may bring refreshments any month, since there is
not a meeting in December.

A special Thank you goes out to the members who
contributed to the table without out it being their
birthday, Aine and Ben.

Holiday Party

Our Holiday party is just around the corner,
Sunday, December 8. So mark your calendars. |t
is not to be missed, food, wine, camaraderie and of
course bromeliads. The Roast Turkey and Baked
Ham are contributed 0

by the club but all the A}
@ other food is potluck. ,’
Last year we had so —=

much food we almost ran out of space.
So start thinking about what dish (hot or cold)
you will be bringing to the party. If you need iccas

just ask me, | will be more than happy to give you
suggestions. There will be a sign-up sheet at the
upcoming meeting. You can let me know then what
you will be bringing.

This is the one event | really need for you to
RSVP if you are coming, so | can make sure | bring
enough glasses, plates, silverware, napkins and
drinks for the evening. | will also need a volurger
set-up crew of about 4 people to prepare the room
for the party. You would need to come about 1
hour before the party starts. I will also need
volunteers for the clean-up at the end of the party
too. If everyone chips in it usually is pretty quik.

So let’s party on Sunday, December's

Please RSVP to Kathy Silverio by November 25th
(561) 635-1507 or emalil her at
drrodrigos@aol.comand sign up to bring a dish.

Time: 4:00 P.M.
Location: Cypresshead Clubhouse in Parkland.

Directions: Go West on Holmberg Rd. off US 441.
Holmberg Rd. is between Hillsboro Blvd and the
Sawgrass Xway. Turnright off Holmberg Rd. on to
Cypresshead Blvd. Tell the security guard you are
with the BRBS. Turn right on to Cypresshead Dr.
The Clubhouse will be on the left.

November Birthdays:

Betty Ahlborn, Lester Berkow, Polly Fletcher, o

Irvine, Miles Kletter, Sally Leyenberger, Aelene
Owens, Leslie Rosenfeld, Fe Stott, Amber Van
Kalken, Terry Virta, Susanna Walker, Ronald
Wiringer

December Birthdays:

Harriet Abo, Ann Cavaleri, Paul Durbin, Sylvia
Hill, Johanna Kitson, Maggie Kline, Tim Nielsen,
Allen Pinkard, Tom Ramiccio, Christine Schwartz,
Carol Sciolino

Happy Birthday!!!
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November Program

Ray Lemieux, a Sarasota. Florida bromeliad
enthusiast and grower will be our November
speaker. Ray's attraction to bromeliads began over
fifteen years ago when he saw his first cryptanthus
at a garage sale. Ray indicates that he was drawa t
“the unusual banding patterns and colors” as well
as the serrated edges of the leaves” which reminded
him of “sharks teeth.” In an effort to learn more
about bromeliads, Ray traveled to Selby Gardens.
There he was told about the existence of the
Sarasota Bromeliad Society (which he ultimately
joined) and a nursery specializing in bromeliads—
Tropiflora.

Ray visited Tropiflora where he met Linda
Cathcart, one of the owners. Noting his special
interest in cryptanthus, Linda introduced him to
Jim Irvin, a cryptanthus hybridizer. While visiting
Jim Irvin's nursery Ray saw and fell in love with a
“spiny succulent with stiff leaves and the color of
galvanized steel.” Jim noted Rays attraction to the
plant and subsequently presented him with his first
Orthophytum, Orthophytum lemei.

Ray soon found himself “hooked” on bromeliads
and took a job at Tropiflora in order to learn more
about bromeliads and their culture. Ray has
worked there for more than thirteen years,
handling Tropiflora’s "succulent” and terrestrial
bromeliad collections.

Travel with Guillermo Rivera

The Orchids and Bromeliads of Ecuador
January 2010

Dr. Guillermo Rivera owner of South American
Cactus Expeditions has schedule his next trip tg
South America. Dr. Rivera was our August
speaker and shared one of his previous trips tc
Peru. For more information about his
upcoming trip going to Ecuador and pricing for
the trip go to the following links:

http://www.bsi.org/webpages/BRBS/09-11/Ecuador.pff

or visit his website:

Clone Preservation Project

October Update: This month the clone preservation
project update is basically a collection of
miscellaneous items. Next month | expect to be
treating mostly a single subject in the update. aAl
Herndon

http://www.bsi.org/webpages/BRBS/09-11/0ct2009.pdf

Photos: "Hooked on Rambles" by Rod Silverio

http://www.bsi.org/webpages/BRBS/09-11/Ramble.pdf

October Ramble Pictures by:
Cynthia, Kathy, Nick and Lynn

http://www.bsi.org/webpages/BRBS/09-11/Luis.html

http://www.bsi.org/webpages/BRBS/09-11/Cynthia.html

http://www.bsi.org/webpages/BRBS/09-11/Rod.html

http://www.bsi.org/webpages/BRBS/09-11/Adra.html

http://www.bsi.org/webpages/BRBS/09-11/Lynn.html

Photos of last months meeting by Nick:

http://www.bsi.org/webpages/BRBS/09-11/Nick.html

Photos of Mounts Fall Sale by Kathy:

http://www.bsi.org/webpages/BRBS/09-11/Mounts.html

Websites

BSI International:
http://www.bsi.org/

Florida Council of Bromeliad Societies
http://www.FCBS.org

Boca Raton Bromeliad Forum
http://forums.bocabromeliads.com/

Mounts Botanical Garden
http://www.mounts.org/home.asp

Interested in Joining BRBS?

For those thinking about joining BRBS, if you join
this month your membership will be good through
December 2010. Join now!!! Contact Lynn.

Page 3



Starting Grass Pups by Nick Bethmann

Alcantareas, like the big imperialis, don't haye
normal pups, they have small offsets that look like
grass. These are called grass pups and you'll find
them on some terrestrial Tillandsias too. Grasssplp
take a bit more effort to grow than your typicalppu
On most bromeliads, you just break off the pup when
it gets about a third the size of the mom, or wite
starts putting out roots. Grass pups rarely getdi
show signs of rooting.

Grass pups can be taken off the mother as seop a
they are 4-6 inches long or have 8 or more leayes.
You will find grass pups even on immature plantd an
you don't need to wait for the mother plant to feow|
before you start removing grass pups. When they |get

to be the right size you can start taking them qgff.
Sometimes the grass pup will just break off when
bent perpendicular to the mother or when given a
gentle twist. This is often the case when the migrowing above the level of the potting mix. Ietpup is
well attached to the mother then a small sharpekisfneeded to remove the pup. | use an old sted& khat
cuts well. Go ahead and cut into the mother aelibit and try not to
cut or damage the grass pups as they are quitddrag

The traditional method of growing grass pupdadsput them in
pure perlite. However, I've been using a mix of 588tall lava rock
and 50% perlite with good success. | find that ppeeite is just to
light and tends to spill and doesn't hold the plesatl. The rock
gives it substance and keeps everything in placesually put
several grass pups together in a community patstl put my potted
grass pups in
bright shade
where they get

watered by the
sprinkler system.
| don't give them
any extra water or special treatment. Once | seeesoew
growth, usually in 4 to 6 weeks, | start to moverthinto a
more sunny location and add a few slow releasalift

pellets. After 3 or 4 months, | usually move them |t
individual pots with my normal potting mix but leaxany
rock and perlite that the roots have grabbed onto.

If you don't start propagating the grass pupdyepou
won't have a replacement for the mother when sles di
after flowering. It probably takes 2 years for @ags pup to
get big enough to look good in the landscape. T¢rd@t much faster than growing from seed but itaiety is a
much easier process. If you can't decide if thegpups are ready to separate then just take otveoagvery 6
months and see if you can grow them. Eventuallylyget some growing.
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