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  Monthly Meeting 
 

Time:  The Boca Raton Society meets on the third Thursday of 
each month at 7:30 p.m.     Next Meeting - 01/18/2010 
 

Location:  Mounts Botanical Garden at Military N/O Southern 
Blvd.  531 North Military Trail W Palm Beach FL 33415.  
Meeting is in the building next to the front parking lot.   
(Do not go through the main entrance gate.) 

Officers  
Joe Libertucci    - President 
Lewis Burger     - Vice President   
Tammy Marks    - Treasurer 
Allen Sistrunk    - Secretary 
 

Directors 
Nick Bethmann    - Director 
Cynthia Wroblowsky  - Director 
Ruth Lynch                  - Director 
 

Committee Chairs   
Kathy Silverio    - Refreshments 
Lynn Thompson     - Editor / e-Editor 
Tammy Marks    - Web Master 
Shawna Price      - Publicist 
Lynn Thompson    - Membership  
Kitty Phillips     - Past President 
Shawna Price     - Events 
Jeff Hutchinson    - Sales  
Nick Bethmann    - Librarian 
 
 

February Program:   Robert McMillan, 
Director of Research and Development at 
Kerry's Bromeliads in Homestead, 
Florida.  He will be speaking on 
"Bromeliads and Their Cultivation."  
 
February  Ramble:    1/20/2010 
 
Details to follow at the meeting.  Check 
the website after the meeting. 

 

������������������������	
� ����	
�����	
�����	
� :   http://www.bsi.org/webpages/boca_raton.html 

President’s Message 

   It has been brought to my attention that as we no 
longer meet in Boca Raton the name of the club is 
somewhat misleading.  It has been suggested that we 
re-name the club to reflect the broader geographical 
aspect of our membership. As a more immediate 
solution rather than go through the formal procedure 
to change the name, we can adopt the new name and 
identify ourselves as the BRBS doing business as " 
whatever ". Therefore, I am requesting some 
suggestions for the new name.  My own suggestion was 
the "Society for the Preservation of Indigenous 
Tillandsias " or SPIT but I have been informed that 
the name should start with Bromeliad so that when 
people enter bromeliad in their search engine it will 
come up. Just looking around the state for 
recommendations we have the Caloosahatchee 
Bromeliad Society and the Bromeliad Guild of Tampa 
Bay.  Unfortunately we don’t have a river through the 
middle of Palm Beach County and I don’t think we’re 
an association of craftsmen.  Our neighboring societies 
are the Bromeliad Society of Broward County and the 
Bromeliad Society of South Florida. The rest of the 
societies have a similar geographical reference.  I was 
hoping we could come up with something superior to 
the Bromeliad Society of Palm Beach County. So 
please relate your suggestions to me and we’ll take a 
vote… 
                                                                  
                                                                (continued on page 2)  
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February Birthdays: 
 

Cherie Blickenstaff, Lewis Burger, Wayne Clements,  
Nancy Cohen,  Diane Dempsey,  Joe Herko, David 
Kuzmenko, Patt Lindsey,  David McPherson,  Bob 
Owens,  Michael Raiman,   D.A. Smith 
 
 New Members: 
 

Cherie Blickenstaff, Nancy Hart, Laure Hristov, 
Diana Loveland, Robert Rinn, Thomas Slocum, 
Susan Slocum 

 
 
 
 
 
 

First Meeting of the Year 
 

By Kathy Silverio 
Refreshment Chair 

 
   January’s meeting was our first meeting of the 
year and what a great meeting it turned into. So 
many members attended and the refreshment table 
was full of an 
assortment of savory 
dishes as well as 
desserts. Thank you 
to all the members 
who contributed to 
the table:  
 
Adra Bifano 
Carol Esser 
Mark Gardner 
Diane Haines 
Harriet Abo  
Larry Davis 
Elba Hussey 
Aline & Brian Moritz 
Jennifer O’Brien 
Rod Silverio 
Cynthia Wroblowsky 
 
   To those members 
that contributed and I missed acknowledging here 
Thank you. Member refreshment support is a key 
ingredient to making the table a success every 
month.    
   Our February meeting is coming up on 
Thursday, February 18th. We ask that if it is your 
birthday month to please bring in a snack or other 
refreshment for the table. Let me know what you 
will be bringing by calling me at (561) 635-1507 or 
email me at drrodrigos@aol.com. Oh and by the 
way, if I do not hear from you and it is your 
birthday month, you may get a friendly reminder 
from your favorite refreshment chair via phone or 
email. Don’t forget, those with December birthdays 
may bring refreshments any month, since there is 
no meeting in December. 

 
See you at the meeting! 
 
 
 
 

(continued from page 1) 
 

   So far it appears that compared to my 
other plants my bromeliads suffered the 
least damage from this winter’s serious cold 
spell.  I covered some of the beds and larger 
landscape specimens with freeze cloth but 
the exposed  plants I have growing in the 
trees even look good.  That seems to be the 
consensus among other members of the 
society that I’ve spoken to.  Of course, the 
Warauhia sanguinolenta I left out on the 
patio is another story. 
   Thanks to all those who have renewed 
their memberships.  The membership fees 
are one of our principal sources of income. 
We not only need these funds for the 
tremendous annual bonuses we grant our 
Officers and Board Members but they also 
allay the cost of bringing you the high 
quality speakers we have experienced.  So if 
you don’t want to see my pictures of 
California, please renew your membership 
at the next opportunity. 
 
See you at the meeting… 
                                               Joe Libertucii 
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2010 Dues are Due 
 

Have you paid your dues?  If not,  please bring 
them to the next meeting or mail them            
to me. Single membership is $15.00. Family 
membership is $20.00.  We can accept cash or 
check at the meeting.  If you need to mail your 
dues please send a check made out to BRBS 
"Boca Raton Bromeliad Society" and send it 
to me at: 
 

       Lynn Thompson 
       6983 Ashton Street  
       Boynton Beach, FL 33437.  
  
If you have any changes to your address, 
telephone number, email address, etc., please 
include your changes.    
 
Thanks,  Lynn Thompson 
 

Photos:    
 

January Ramble Pictures by:   
Cynthia Wroblowsky,  Nick Bethman,  Lynn 
Thompson 
 
http://www.bsi.org/webpages/BRBS/10-02/Pannill.html 
 
http://www.bsi.org/webpages/BRBS/10-02/Eigelberger.html 
 
http://www.bsi.org/webpages/BRBS/10-02/FourArts.html 
 
 

Websites 
 

BSI International: 
http://www.bsi.org/ 
 

Florida Council of Bromeliad Societies 
http://www.FCBS.org 
 

Boca Raton Bromeliad Forum 
http://forums.bocabromeliads.com/ 
 
Mounts Botanical Garden 
http://www.mounts.org/home.asp 
 

 
 

Flower Confidential: 
 

   "The Good, the Bad, and the Beautiful in the 
Business of Flowers" is the topic of Ms. Stewart's 
lecture. An entertaining speaker, Ms. Stewart has 
been featured on NPR, Good Morning, America, 
and CBS Sunday Morning. She has written four 
books on the perils and pleasures of the natural 
world. Her latest is titled Wicked Plants: The 
Weed That Killed Lincoln's Mother & Other 
Botanical Atrocities. She and her husband, Scott 
Brown, live in redwood country in Eureka, 
California. In addition to lush and casual gardens 
at her home, she has a small coop with a flock of 
unruly hens and even a poison garden. 
Autographed copies of her books will be 
available for purchase after the lecture. The 
lecture is free and open to the public; be sure to 
attend and invite a friend.  
   This open to the public lecture is to be held 
February 10 at 2:30 p.m. in the Four Arts 
auditorium located at 2 Four Arts Plaza in Palm 
Beach.  (From West Palm Beach take Okeechobee 
Blvd over the middle bridge into Palm Beach. Once 
over the bridge take your first left and you are 
there.  The auditorium is on the left facing the 
double row of Royal Palm trees. )  Arrive by 2:15 
p.m. for easy parking. 
                                               Tammy Marks 
 
 
Vriesea   Fenestralis 


