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  Monthly Meeting 
 

Time:  The Boca Raton Society meets on the third Thursday of 
each month at 7:30 p.m.     Next Meeting - 03/18/2010 
 

Location:  Mounts Botanical Garden at Military N/O Southern 
Blvd.  531 North Military Trail W Palm Beach FL 33415.  
Meeting is in the building next to the front parking lot.   
(Do not go through the main entrance gate.) 

Officers  
Joe Libertucci    - President 
Lewis Burger     - Vice President   
Tammy Marks    - Treasurer 
Allen Sistrunk    - Secretary 
 

Directors 
Nick Bethmann    - Director 
Cynthia Wroblowsky  - Director 
Ruth Lynch                  - Director 
 

Committee Chairs   
Kathy Silverio    - Refreshments 
Lynn Thompson     - Editor / e-Editor 
Tammy Marks    - Web Master 
Shawna Price      - Publicist 
Lynn Thompson    - Membership  
Kitty Phillips     - Past President 
Shawna Price     - Events 
Jeff Hutchinson    - Sales  
Nick Bethmann    - Librarian 
 
 

March Program:    Peter Kouchalakos 
See page three for details. 
 
 
March  Ramble:    3/20/2010 
 
Two homes in Delray.  Details to follow at 
the meeting.  Or contact Shawna at 561 
662-1114 or at Plantdynamics@aol.com  

 

������������������������	
� ����	
�����	
�����	
� :   http://www.bsi.org/webpages/boca_raton.html 

President’s Message 
   The harder the Winter the more beautiful the Spring!  Well, 
then we must be in for one glorious Spring! I can’t remember a 
longer sustained period of cold weather in my 50 years of living 
in Florida. Just when I was thinking my bromeliads made it 
through OK I was re-bedding a clump of Aechmea 
eurycorymbus and most of the centers of what looked like 
healthy pups fell out. These were some of the plants I left 
unprotected. I managed to salvage a couple to start a new 
grouping but no extras for the Raffle Table this year. Jeff 
Hutchinson told me of a similar experience he was having with 
his Aechmea rubens. Looks like I need more freeze cloth. The 
plants I protected are showing little damage. Other plants that 
are having a problem I’ve simply reclassified from perennials to 
annuals! 
   I noticed an adjacent Neoregelia” bearing subtriangular-ovate 
cataphylls, acuminate,  straminaceous, coriaceous, entire, 
forming an inconspicuous crest.” Actually I was just reading 
the latest edition of the BSI Journal for July-August 2009. It’s 
the only organization I know that you have to go to the archives 
section to see their current edition. But the fantastic pictures of 
bromeliads in habitat and the fact that they are constantly 
identifying new species makes it well worth the wait. I am 
having difficulty, however, simulating the conditions of 
bromeliads growing on precipitous mountain sides. Perhaps I’m 
planting on the wrong side of my three foot slope. 
   It’s time to start thinking about the Mounts Spring Plant Sale, 
April 24-25.   See you at the meeting… 
                                                              Joe Libertucii 
 
PS: Our speaker is bringing plants to sell and as is our 
practice, we are asking members not to bring any plants to sell 
at this meeting.  Raffle table donations will be accepted. 
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Members Pitch-in 
 

By Kathy Silverio 
Refreshment Chair 

 

   It was difficult preparing for the refreshment 
table last month. Rod was not feeling well. I was 
worried about him. I was also worried about 
setting up the table alone. I should have known not 
too be concerned, as soon as I arrived all the 
members started to pitch in to help.  It is really 
amazing being part of this fabulous club. I get a lot 
of credit for organizing the table but the members 
really deserve the credit. Without your 
contributions and support the refreshment table 
would not be a success.  
   A special thank you goes out to all the members 
that helped me set-up and break down the table 
last month, Adra, Allan, Betty, Carol, Harriet  and 

Linda. There was only one minor 
glitch, me forgetting the key to the 

storage cabinet. Oops, we did not 
have glasses and plates until 
Lynn arrived.  Thank you to 
all the members who 
contributed refreshments 
to the table last month,   

Harriet  Abo,  Larry Davis, 
Cherie Blickenstaff, Lewis Burger,  

Wayne Clements,  Nancy Cohen, Diane Dempsey,  
Joe Herko,  David Kuzmenko, Patt Lindsey, Bob 
Owens, Rufino Osorio.   
   We had a huge assortment of food, not only 
desserts but a pasta dish, subway subs, a vegetable 
tray and hummus with chips. It is great when you 
cannot eat dinner before the meeting. To those 
members that contributed and I missed 
acknowledging here, Thank you.   
  Our March meeting is coming up on Thursday, 
March 18th. We ask that if it is your birthday 
month to please bring in a snack or other 
refreshment for the table. Let me know what you 
will be bringing by calling me at (561) 635-1507 or 
email me at drrodrigos@aol.com. Oh and by the 
way, if I do not hear from you and it is your 
birthday month, you may get a friendly reminder 
from your favorite refreshment chair via phone or 
email. Don’t forget, those with December birthdays 
may bring refreshments any month, since there is 
no meeting in December.     See you at the meeting!  

2010 Dues are Due 
 

Have you paid your dues?  If not,  please bring 
them to the next meeting or mail them to me. 
Single membership is $15.00. Family membership 
is $20.00.  We can accept cash or check at the 
meeting.  If you need to mail your dues please send 
a check made out to BRBS "Boca Raton Bromeliad 
Society" and send it to me at: 
 

     Lynn Thompson 
     6983 Ashton Street  
     Boynton Beach, FL 33437.  
  
If you have any changes to your address, telephone 
number, email address, etc., please include your 
changes.        
                 Thanks,  Lynn Thompson 

 
 

March Birthdays: 
 

Maria Mitsinicos,  Rufino Osorio,  Stefanie Sagis,  
Debbie Simpson,  Nancy Varney,  Lorraine Wyman 
 

Websites 
 

BSI International: 
http://www.bsi.org/ 
 

Florida Council of Bromeliad Societies 
http://www.FCBS.org 
 

Boca Raton Bromeliad Forum 
http://forums.bocabromeliads.com/ 
 
Mounts Botanical Garden 
http://www.mounts.org/home.asp 
 

 
Thank you to John Olson for donating BSI 
Journals, and a large collection of clay and plastic 
pots to our society. He is in the process of moving 
from N.C. to S. Florida.  We thank him for his 
generosity and hope to see him at our meetings when 
he and his wife are settled in S. Florida. 
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Peter Kouchalakos 
 

 “Bromeliad Cultivation Thinking Outside the Box” 
 
   Our speaker for March will be Peter 
Kouchalakos, owner of PCK Orchids and Exotic 
Plants.  Peter, a native of Coral Gables, Florida, 
was initially educated as a lawyer.  Approximately 
fifteen years ago, however, he decided to pursue his 
interest in horticulture on a full-time basis and 
founded PCK Orchids and Exotic Plants with his 
wife, Clara. 
   Peter is past-president of the Pan American 
Orchid Society and past-president of the 
Bromeliad Society of South Florida.  He obtained 
training as a Certified Horticultural Professional 
with the Florida Nursery Growers and 

Landscapers Association.  He has exhibited his 
plants in numerous state and international shows 
and served as a guest lecturer throughout Florida. 
   The topic of Peter’s lecture will be “Bromeliad 
Cultivation-Thinking Outside the Box.”  He will be 
bringing a large selection of outstanding plants for 
sale, so do not miss this opportunity to learn about 
bromeliad culture and add new plants to your 
garden. 
   Both Peter and his wife enjoy sharing their 
passion for horticulture with other plant 
enthusiasts.  To that end, Mr. Kouchalakos and his 
wife have participated in numerous state and 
international plant shows, and he has lectured 
extensively throughout Florida. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

The pups just can't wait to bloom!  This may be, Aechmea  Chantinii "Black Ice"           
Grown by Michael Sciolino       Photo By Lynn Thompson 
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" The Name Game" 
 

  While some of the members of the Society have expressed an interest in renaming the club to 
reflect the more geographical disposition of our members some have indicated that they would 
prefer we continue with the original name of the society and just identify it as “The Boca Raton 
Bromeliad Society“ that meets at Mounts.   A little large for a t-shirt but there is some consideration 
that should be given to the history of the club.  Unless we come up with a more suitable name I for 
one am for not changing it at this time.   
 
  Here’s our options so far: 
 
 
  _____   No Change 
 
  _____   The Bromeliad Society of Palm Beach County 
 
  _____   The Bromeliad Society of the Palm Beaches 
 
  _____   Bromeliad Action Group 
 
  _____   World’s Best Bromeliad Society 
 
  _____   Florida Airplants Association 
 
 
_________________________________________________________________ 
 ( Your Suggestion ) 
 
 
Please send your vote to:   Bocaraton@bsi.org    or bring  this form to the next meeting.  You 
may also mail this form to Lynn at: 
Lynn Thompson 
683 Ashton Street 
Boynton Beach, FL 33437 


