I

Time: The Boca Raton Society meets on the third Thursdayf
each month at7:30 p.m.

Location: Mounts Botanical Garden at Military N/O Southern
Blvd. 531 North Military Trail W Palm Beach FL 33415.
Meeting is in the building next to the front parking lot.

(Do not go through the main entrance gate.)

Monthly Meeting

Next Meeting -04/15/2010

http://www.bsi.org/webpages/boca_raton.html

Officers

Joe Libertucci - President
Lewis Burger - Vice President
Tammy Marks - Treasurer
Allen Sistrunk - Secretary
Directors

Nick Bethmann - Director

Cynthia Wroblowsky - Director

Ruth Lynch - Director
Committee Chairs

Kathy Silverio - Refreshments
Lynn Thompson - Editor / e-Editor
Tammy Marks - Web Master
Shawna Price - Publicist
Lynn Thompson - Membership
Kitty Phillips - Past President
Shawna Price - Events

Jeff Hutchinson - Sales

Nick Bethmann - Librarian

April Program: Guillermo Riviera

Bromeliads of Peru
See page 4 for bio.

April Ramble: 4/17/2010

Fakahatchee Strand
See Page 5 for details.

President’s Message

April is a busy month. Our Ramble this month (
April 17™ ) is to the Fakahatchee Strand to see
bromeliads ( and other exotica ) in their natura
habitat. Considering that we live in the bromeliad
capital of the US and the Fakahatchee has some diet
rarer forms it is extremely fortunate that we can aalil
ourselves of this opportunity. This will be a wetvalk.
We've had an unusually wet winter and the water
levels are high ( 2 to 3 feet ) for this time ofear.
You'll need some old sneakers for the walk and a
change of slacks, socks and shoes for the ride hame
Bring water, a walking stick and a snack. | was thre
on March 28" and there was no problem with
mosquitoes. On that trip | saw Tillandsia pruinosa
and variabilis, Catopsis floribunda and nutans and
Guzmania monostachia. We also identified two new
locations of Ghost orchid. This is not the bloomig
season, however.

Get ready for the Mounts Spring Sale on April 2th
and 25". We need volunteers to share their
enthusiasm for bromeliads at our booth ( we also resl
pizza ). If you wish to sell plants get an identi€ation
number assigned from Tammy. Put two identification
stakes in the plant one which has your number anche
price. That's how we keep score. Plants should be
good condition free of scale.

| hope to see you at the meeting...

Joe Libertucci
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Organization is Key!

Kathy Silverio
Refreshment Chair

| am finally getting the

hang of this refreshment

thing. | now have a system

where | get any needed

supplies the weekend
before the meeting. | organize what | need to bring
one or two days before into a big tote bag and a
bin. The Ikea bags work great. | used to drag bins
of supplies to and from the meetings. Now that we
have a storage closet it is a breeze. | have it dow
to one bin, one bag and the drink dispenser. | may
even get it down to one bag. It makes it so easy
setting up the table especially with the
contributions from the members.

We had Rum Cake, Crab dip, Sloppy Joes, Flan,
Eclairs, Watermelon, a Vegetable platter and last
but not least Bromeliad juice (alias pineapple
juice). It is always great having this varied
selection on the table.

Thank you to all the members who contributed
refreshments to the table last month,

Nancy Varney, Harriet Abo, Larry Davis, Ben
Savage, Maria Mitsinicos, Tammy Marks, Rod
Silverio. To those members that contributed and |
missed acknowledging hereThank you

Our April meeting is coming up on Thursday,
April 15th. We ask that if it is your birthday mont h
to please bring in a snack or other refreshment for
the table. Let me know what you will be bringing
by calling me at (561) 635-1507 or email me at
drrodrigos@aol.com. Oh and by the way, if | do
not hear from you and it is your birthday month,
you may get a friendly reminder from your
favorite refreshment chair via phone or email.
Don't forget, those with December birthdays may
bring refreshments any month, since there is no
meeting in December.See you at the meeting!

2010 Dues are Due

Have you paid your dues?If not, please bring
them to the next meeting or mail them to me.
Single membership is $15.00. Family membership
is $20.00. We can accept cash or check at the
meeting. If you need to mail your dues please send
a check made out to BRBS "Boca Raton Bromeliad
Society" and send it to me at:

Lynn Thompson
6983 Ashton Street
Boynton Beach, FL 33437.

If you have any changes to your address, telephone
number, email address, etc., please include your
changes.

Thanks, Lynn Thompson

April Birthdays:

Cheryl Akey, Laure Hristov, John Moser, Bonnie
Wilburn, Gary Wilburn, Karen Wilkerson

New Members:

George Gann, Pages Bernard

Websites

BSI International:
http://www.bsi.org/

Florida Council of Bromeliad Societies
http://www.FCBS.org

Boca Raton Bromeliad Forum
http://forums.bocabromeliads.com/

Mounts Botanical Garden
http://www.mounts.org/home.asp

Photos:

Pictures of Ramble to Zimmerman's and Ginsberg's
by Cynthia & Nick
http://www.bsi.org/webpages/BRBS/10-04/Ramble.html

Pictures of Joe's trip to the Fakahatchee
http://www.bsi.org/webpages/BRBS/10-04/Fakahatcinl
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Mounts Spring Sale

A couple of hours of your time are all we ask
to support our membership and sales efforts
for our Spring Sale at Mounts. Remember this
is the only forum from which we solicit
membership. The rest of the year they just
wander in thinking we’re the Cactus Society or
something and stay for the food.

Yes, and we've heard the usual comments: |
don’t know anything about bromeliads, | don’t
know how to help people, I'm shy (but we saw
your video on You Tube so you can't hide
behind this one).

| started the same as you. | didn’'t know
anything about bromeliads. But there’s
always a know-it-all around and | push them
towards those guys. It's kind of scary
approaching strangers but you learn that you
gain a persona behind that name badge. It's
like wearing a uniform or becoming your evil
twin, Rex. You can be whoever you want to be
and nobody’s the wiser. So it's really a lot of
fun.

Sign up at this month’s meeting. The sale is
Saturday and Sunday (April 24 & 25). We set
up on Friday night. Those selling plants need
to bring their plants to Mounts on Friday
afternoon or evening. Saturday morning is a

hoot. If you like participating in a free-for-all
get there for the Saturday morning rush. All
the early birders and plantaholics will be there
first thing. Of course, the real shoppers
actually start shopping on Friday night.

For selling plants at the sale: put two tags in
each of your plants. Both tags should have
your seller ID, the charge for the plant, and
most preferably the name of the plant. One
tag will go with the buyer, and the other tag
will go to the money collector. Please ask early
for your seller ID. Tammy Marks has the list
but she will be out of town by 4/22/10 so again
ask early for your seller ID if you don’t have
one.

Be there to sell your plants. They move
fastest and easiest when you’re there since you
grew them. A rootless little green thing is not
going to sell unless you tell the prospective
buyer what it's going to look like once given
some TLC and time. Please make sure your
plants are clean and scaleless. You are
representing the club.

Thanks for your participation. Tammy Marks

April 22nd is Earth Day, admission is
Free at Fairchild. Go to the link below
for more information.
http://www.fairchildgarden.org/
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Do we really want to change the name
our Society?

Editorial submitted by Lynn Thompson

Our club is named the Boca Raton
Bromeliad Society. It was originally named
that back when it broke off from the Broward
club and set up meetings in Boca Raton.
About a year and a half ago the club had
grown too big to continue having meetings in
the Boca Raton location and they were raising
the charge for having meetings in that
establishment. It was voted then that we find a
new place to meet; the end result was to have
meetings at Mounts. Mounts is a wonderful
facility, many other plant societies meet there,
the price is right (free), and it has given us
some wonderful exposure. Since we are now
more centrally located in Palm Beach County,
our membership has doubled. Our
membership now stands at around 115
members.

Some of our members think we need to
change the name of our organization. They
think people will be confused by the “Boca
Raton” name. Our growth in members since
we moved proves otherwise. A rose by any
other name...etc. Those who want to find a
bromeliad club in Palm Beach County will find
us. If we get much bigger, we may have to
split into two clubs one day.

We have been kicking around changing the
name for several months now. The vote has
been a dead heat for basically two choices.
This month, the club offers only those two
choices from which to vote; either no change,
leaving the name "“Boca Raton Bromeliad
Society” or changing the name to “Bromeliad
Society of the Palm Beaches”. Those that
cannot attend the meeting will have their vote
counted by mailing or emailing their vote to
Ruth Lynch.

For those of you that do not know what all is
involved in changing the name, | think you
need to be fully informed. We are a 501C non-

profit organization. Legal paperwork will
need to be filed to officially change our name.
Our banking account will need to be closed
and reopened in the new name. We will need
to have a new template made for our badges.
(Possibly order all new badges?) We will need
to make a new banner sign. (We just spent the
money last year to make that huge, beautiful
banner.) New business cards will need to be
made. New flyers will need to be made. Our
listing in Mounts calendar will need to be
changed. Our name will need to be changed
with the BSI, our website will need to be
changed. There may be other changes that |
have forgotten, but at the least, all of this must
be done and at what expense?

Please give due consideration to your vote. If
you will be attending the meeting April 1%",
you may vote then. If you will not be
attending, please email your vote to Ruth at:
ruthbeachwalker@ hotmail.com or call her at
(561) 582-7378 or mail your vote to Ruth
Lynch at 2802 Lake Osborne Dr., Lake Worth,
FL 33461.

April Speaker: Guillermo Riviera

Guillermo Riviera is the owner of South
American Cactus Expeditions. His company
organizes botanical tours to see cacti and
bromeliads in their habitat in Argentina, Chili,
Brazil and Bolivia. He is an expert in the flora
of these countries and his presentation will
include photographs from some of his travels
in Peru.

Mr. Guillermo has a B.S. degree in Biology
and a Doctorate Degree in Botany. He has
been a featured speaker at numerous
Bromeliad and Cactus Societies in both
California and Florida. A native of Argentina,
Mr. Guillermo now resides in Holmes Beach
(Anna Maria Island), Florida
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