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Monthly Meeting

Time: The Boca Raton Society meets on the third Thursdayf
each month at7:30 p.m. Next Meeting -05/20/2010

Location: Mounts Botanical Garden at Military N/O Southern
Blvd. 531 North Military Trail W Palm Beach FL 33415.
Meeting is in the building next to the front parking lot.

(Do not go through the main entrance gate.)

http://www.bsi.org/webpages/boca_raton.html

Officers President’s Message
Joe Libertucci - President
Lewis Burger - Vice President _
Tammy Marks - Treasurer Last month was a triple play. The Mount's Spribgle
Allen Sistrunk - Secretary was a successful event. We're still counting thips but

_ sales had to be at near record levels. In addimenhad a
Directors great Ramble in the Fakahatchee Strand not see&ing a
Nick Bethmann - Director large reptiles until we tried to get back to ourstaAnd in
Cynthia Wroblowsky - Director keeping with the tradition that I'm out of town wheve
Ruth Lynch - Director

have a really great speaker | missed another goad o

Committee Chairs Having been to Peru | was very interested in idigntj

Kathy Silverio B some of the species that | saw there as | coulggt'tany
Lynn Thompson - Editor / e-Editor more information when | was there other than | was
Tammy Marks - Web Master looking at bromeliads !
Shawna Price - Publicist This month we return to civilization ( well clsthe
Lynn Thompson - Membership Acreage ) with a Ramble in cultivated gardens and |
Kitty Phillips - Past President understand a speaker who will advise us on howda g
Shawna Price - Events excellent mulch piles with our cold damaged plants.
Jeff Hutchinson - Sales Make room for new specimens | say! Hopefully, yeu’
Nick Bethmann - Librarian enjoying the last days of moderate weather befadusn
on the solar oven! After a cold winter and wetirsgpwho
May Program: John Irvine knows what the summer will bring. Like the bluesigd
See page 3 for bio & details. heard at Sunfest “ It's been a real bad year...gogt
twelve months to go “.
May Ramble: 5/23/2010 See you at the next gathering...

See page 3. Final details later.
Joe Libertucci
If you have an interesting plant in
bloom, bring it to the meeting for
"show and tell".
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Refreshments Needed!

Kathy Silverio
Refreshment Chair

Wow there must have been a minimum of 72
members at the meeting. The line for the refresttime
table was out the door. There were so many people
waiting | was not sure if it was a refreshment eadt

a buffet table. 1 had to remind myself we are a
“’Culinary Club™ disguised as the Bromeliad Sogiet

of the Palm Beaches (our new name as of the last
meeting). So maybe we should call it the buffetea

We had Chicken Fingers, Pecan Tarts, Banana Cake,

Cheese Cake, Lemon Cake, Meatballs, a Vegetable
platter and last but not least Bromeliad juicea@li
pineapple juice). It is always great having a \@rie
selection on the table. Thank you to all the mambe
who contributed refreshments to the table last mont

Harriet Obo . o~ \/_j\)
Larry Davis @Vf /7
Ben Savage . /\V\\\@
Karen Wilkerson ([ A \»
Y/ N V2
Tammy Marks A4 = ) |~
Rod Silverio n <o/
John Moser o )]
g A

To those members that contributed and | missed
acknowledging here Thank you. We would not have a
refreshment table without your contributions. Some
members even contributed without it being their
Birthday month. This really helped fill the talest
month. We are going into the off season for Biatysl
and some of our members are out of town. So if you
feel like bringing something for the refreshmeritiea

do not hesitate, it does not have to be your baryhd
month.  Any contribution is welcome, since our
meeting numbers are large, we need food.

Our meeting is coming up on Thursday, May 20th.
We ask that if it is your birthday month (or if yqust

feel like it) to please bring in a snack or other
refreshment for the table. Let me know what you wil
be bringing by calling me at (561) 635-1507 or dmai
me at drrodrigos@aol.com. Oh and by the way, i | d
not hear from you and it is your birthday monthuyo

may get a friendly reminder from your favorite

refreshment chair via phone or email. Don't forget
those with December birthdays may bring
refreshments any month, since there is no meeting i

December.

May Birthdays:

Marsha Baghdadi, David Black, Pedro Diaz, Larry

Hill, Maria Kletter, Mark McKeefry, Luis Mena,
Craig Morell, Bernard Pages, Evelyn Rockhill,
Lisa Ryavec, Carolyn Susman, Mike Thompson,

Kimberly Thwing Happy Birthday!
Websites

BSI International:
http://www.bsi.org/

Florida Council of Bromeliad Societies
http://www.FCBS.org

Boca Raton Bromeliad Forum
http://forums.bocabromeliads.com/

Mounts Botanical Garden
http://www.mounts.org/home.asp

Dykia Website - Thanks to Nick for finding this
great site: http://dyckiabrazil.blogspot.com/

Photos:
Nick’s Mounts Pictures Link

http://www.bocabromeliads.com/rambles/digPics/20b8/ Mounts

Nick's Fakahatchee Ramble Pictures Link

http://www.bocabromeliads.com/Rambles/digpics/28b0/ Faka
[index.html

Mounts sale pictures by Lynn

http://www.bsi.org/webpages/BRBS/10-05/Mountssatienh
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May Program

John Irvine

John Irvine's interest in bromeliads began years
earlier when he found himself in need of sometiiong
cover the ground beneath his expanding palm
collection. He was one of the early members of the
Boca Raton Bromeliad Society, and over the yeass ha
chaired various positions within the club. If thés a
rare or unusual bromeliad, it is probably amongst h
bromeliad holdings. When asked how many different
types he has, John told me “I haven't a clue.”

Lew and | started collecting bromeliads when we
found ourselves in need of something to place lianea
our growing palm collection. Our first purchases
where made at the Bromeliad Society’s booth at the
bi-annual Mount’s sale. Tammy and Ken Marks and
John Irvine would always warmly greet Lew and I,
mentioning that we should join the club to learnreno
about these wonderful plants. We would review the
items for sale and, inevitably, leave the boothhvat
large group of beautiful bromeliads—many from John
Irvine’s collection. Ultimately, we would arriveome
and try to remember, with little success, just what
each particular plant needed in terms of light,evat
and soil. Ultimately, we took Tammy and Ken and
John up on their invitation to join the club in erdo
learn about the intricacies of bromeliad cultivatand
what to do with our purchases. They were cornect i
saying it is a “fun group,” and life hasn't beereth
same since!

Over the years | have tried to grow bromelidus t
equal John’s in beauty, but | have never been @ste
successful. I've asked him what his secrets are to
obtaining the beautiful size, shape and color lasts
all exhibit. Historically, he has always said “I
fertilize.”

After years of cajoling John to share his tips f
bromeliad culture with the group, he has graciously
agreed to do so at the May meeting. John willudisc
the more common genera of bromeliads and impart
his recommendations for growing these. Questions
from the audience will be welcomed.

I've also asked John to bring some of his béaluti
plants for sale. While | know | will learn a lobaut
cultivation from his talk and my next group of pups
will improve in appearance as a result, | still ntain
that some people are just gifted with a special
“energy” to which plants respond. John has thig] a

his plants reflect it. One can never have too many
John’s bromeliads!

Cathy Burger

$ # % |

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
VA Therapeutic Gardening Program

We need your help and expertise!
Seeking:
Master Gardeners to adopt our program

Horticulture students and volunteers to help wi
our program and maintain our garden areas

Community Garden Club Members to speak a
our ongoing lecture series

Where:

Veterans Affairs Medical Center
Community Living Center

7305 North Military Trail

Palm Beach Gardens, Florida

Contact:

Dr. Maura Miller

Director, Therapeutic Gardening Program
1-561-707-2129
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