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Meeting Information  
 

Next Meeting:   Thursday  -  06/17/2010  
 

Time:                 7:30 p.m. 
 

Location:  Mounts Botanical Garden at 531 North Military Trail, West 
Palm Beach FL 33415.   North of Southern Blvd.  Meeting is in the 
building next to the front parking lot.   (Do not go through the main 
entrance gate.) 

Officers  
Joe Libertucci    - President 
Lewis Burger     - Vice President   
Tammy Marks    - Treasurer 
Allen Sistrunk    - Secretary 
 

Directors 
Nick Bethmann    - Director 
Cynthia Wroblowsky  - Director 
Ruth Lynch                  - Director 
 

Committee Chairs   
Kathy Silverio    - Refreshments 
Lynn Thompson     - Editor / e-Editor 
Tammy Marks    - Web Master 
Shawna Price      - Publicist 
Lynn Thompson    - Membership  
Kitty Phillips     - Past President 
Shawna Price     - Events 
Jeff Hutchinson    - Sales  
Nick Bethmann    - Librarian 
 
 

June Program:    John Irvine 
 

See page 3 for bio & details. 
 
June  Ramble:    6/19/2010 
 

Island of Palm Beach 
See page 4 for info.   Final details and 
maps to be distributed at the meeting. 
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President’s Message 

 
   Thanks to Mark Havlik for initiating the paper work to 
change the name of the club to the Bromeliad Society of 
the Palm Beaches.  In keeping with the new name, new 
image and a chance to earn a whole new bad reputation it 
has been suggested that we change our logo since so few 
of our members know what our logo is plus the fact that it 
is very difficult to grow in our area.  In case you’re 
wondering it’s Tillandsia dyeriana.  We would like to 
avail ourselves of our talent pool by announcing a contest 
to develop a new logo.  Winner gets a fantastic bromeliad 
(we promise it won’t be a dyeriana).  The new logo will be 
chosen by August. It has been suggested that for printing 
purposes it is best to develop the image in a 2 or 4 color 
format.  We also require a line drawing. 
   Another decision made by the Board at our last meeting 
is that we cancel the July Sauna (formerly known as the 
Picnic).  That means no Ramble for July or August.  
We’re taking the summer off.  We do have a Ramble 
scheduled for June, however which is a garden tour on 
Palm Beach. 
   Remember if you miss a meeting you may be nominated 
for something!  How do you think I became president? 
                                                    
                                                                Joe Libertucci 
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Heat and Humidity 
does not stop us! 

 
Kathy Silverio 

Refreshment Chair  
 
 

 
 

   I cannot believe how hot it is already.  Who wants to 
think about food when it is this hot and humid?  We 
do!  The refreshment table reflected this last month.  It 
was over flowing with food.  We had Tres Leches 
Cake, Pork & Beans, Gazpacho dip & chips, Coconut 
Cream pie, Oreo, Oatmeal, Chocolate chip, Sugar, and 
Homemade Peanut butter cookies, a Vegetable plate, 
Chicken nuggets, Chocolate bars and Assorted Juices.  
The table was full but it did not stay that way for long.  
Thank you to all the members who contributed 
refreshments to the table last month,  
  
Marsha Baghdadi 
David Black  
Barbara Horan 
Mark Mckeefry  
Arlette & Luis Mena 
Evelyn Rockhill 
Ben Savage  
Rod Silverio  
Lynn & Mike Thompson 
 
   To those members that contributed and I missed 
acknowledging here, Thank you.  We would not have 
a refreshment table without member contributions.  
   We are into the off season for Birthdays and some of 
our members are out of town, so if you feel like 
bringing some thing for the refreshment table do not 
hesitate, it does not have to be your birthday month. 
Our meeting numbers are large 
so any and all contributions are 
welcome.       
   Our meeting is coming up on 
Thursday, June 17th.  If it is your 
birthday month (or if you just 
feel like it) please bring in a snack 
or other refreshment for the table.  Let me know what 
you will be bringing by calling me at (561) 635-1507 
or email me at drrodrigos@aol.com.  Oh and by the 

way, if I do not hear from you and it is your birthday 
month, you may get a reminder from your favorite 
refreshment chair.  Don’t forget, those with December 
birthdays may bring refreshments any month, since 
there is no meeting in December.  
 
                                               See you at the meeting!  
                                   
June Birthdays: 
 

Amelia Gonzalez,  Eddie Griffith,  Mark Havlik,  
Jeffrey Hutchinson,  Sally Kauffman,  Ruth Lynch,  
Tammy Marks,  Ken Marks,  Lynn Ottimer,  Glen 
Polverari,  Allen Sistrunk,  Paton White,  Linda 
Wiringer      Happy Birthday! 
 

New Members: 
 

Joyce Cohen            Welcome! 
 
 

Websites 
 

BSI International: 
http://www.bsi.org/ 
 

Florida Council of Bromeliad Societies 
http://www.FCBS.org 
 

Boca Raton Bromeliad Forum 
http://forums.bocabromeliads.com/ 
 

Mounts Botanical Garden 
http://www.mounts.org/home.asp 
 
 
 

Photos: 
Ramble Pictures by Ken Marks 
 

http://www.ken-marks.com/Ramble-2010-05-23/ 
 

Ramble Pictures by Lynn 
 
http://www.bsi.org/webpages/BRBS/10-06/ramble.html 
 

Board Meeting at Joe & Betty's home  
 
http://www.bsi.org/webpages/BRBS/10-06/board.html 
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John Irvine 
 

   John Irvine’s interest in bromeliads began years 
earlier when he found himself in need of something to 
cover the ground beneath his expanding palm 
collection.  He was one of the early members of the 
Boca Raton Bromeliad Society, and over the years has 
chaired various positions within the club.  If there is a 
rare or unusual bromeliad, it is probably amongst his 
bromeliad holdings.  When asked how many different 
types he has, John told me “I haven’t a clue.” 
   Lew and I started collecting bromeliads when we 
found ourselves in need of something to place beneath 
our growing palm collection.  Our first purchases 
where made at the Bromeliad Society’s booth at the 
bi-annual Mount’s sale.  Tammy and Ken Marks and 
John Irvine would always warmly greet Lew and I, 
mentioning that we should join the club to learn more 
about these wonderful plants.  We would review the 
items for sale and, inevitably, leave the booth with a 
large group of beautiful bromeliads—many from John 
Irvine’s collection.  Ultimately, we would arrive home 
and try to remember, with little success, just what 
each particular plant needed in terms of light, water 
and soil.  Ultimately, we took Tammy and Ken and 
John up on their invitation to join the club in order to 
learn about the intricacies of bromeliad cultivation and 
what to do with our purchases.  They were correct in 
saying it is a “fun group,” and life hasn’t been the 
same since! 
   Over the years I have tried to grow bromeliads that 
equal John’s in beauty, but I have never been quite as 
successful.  I’ve asked him what his secrets are to 
obtaining the beautiful size, shape and color his plants 
all exhibit.   Historically, he has always said “I 
fertilize.”  
   After years of cajoling John to share his tips for 
bromeliad culture with the group, he has graciously 
agreed to do so at the May meeting.  John will discuss 
the more common genera of bromeliads and impart 
his recommendations for growing these.  Questions 
from the audience will be welcomed. 
   I’ve also asked John to bring some of his beautiful 
plants for sale.  While I know I will learn a lot about 
cultivation from his talk and my next group of pups 
will improve in appearance as a result, I still maintain 
that some people are just gifted with a special 
“energy” to which plants respond.  John has this, and 
his plants reflect it.  One can never have too many of 
John’s bromeliads!             Cathy Burger 

Thank you to John Olson 
 

    If you will recall, John Olson used to live here, 
moved to North Carolina, and then in March 
started moving back to Boca.   He donated pots 
and things to the society in March.   This month 
John has brought another car load to Florida and 
this time is donating metal plant holder rings.   
We have picked them up and will have them at 
the June meeting for distribution.  Thanks you 
John for your generosity, our members will put 
your discards to good use.  We love to recycle.                                              
       Lynn Thompson 
 
Want to share a picture or voice your opinion? 
 

   All of you are welcome to send in pictures to 
share in the newsletter.  If you have something 
blooming and would like to show us, take a 
picture and send it to me.  If you want to write 
about a garden or a ramble or whatever, send me 
an article.  I’m always looking for content for the 
newsletter.  For the few of you that do not have 
computers, I’ll even take hand written or typed 
submittals.  I can get it into the newsletter.  I 
know with the record cold and wet winter we 
have had, several of our plants that have never 
bloomed are now blooming.  Send your 
contributions to me at Bocaraton@bsi.org  or to 
ma12thom@bellsouth.net                                                
                                                Lynn Thompson 
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From Joe's yard.    Aechmea  Rubrollacina 
 
 

 
Mike Thompson's Neoregelia  Rubrovittata 

 
Eddie Griffith and Alcantarea Odorata in bloom!!! 
 
 

 
Mike Thompson's  Quesnelia  Marmorata

If you have an interesting plant in bloom, bring it to the meeting for "show and tell". 
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     Welcome to the Island of Palm Beach 
 

      Ramble June 2010 
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