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Meeting Information  
 

Next Meeting:   Thursday  -  07/15/2010  
 

Time:                 7:30 p.m. 
 

Location:  Mounts Botanical Garden at 531 North Military Trail, West 
Palm Beach FL 33415.   North of Southern Blvd.  Meeting is in the 
building next to the front parking lot.   (Do not go through the main 
entrance gate.) 

Officers  
Joe Libertucci    - President 
Lewis Burger     - Vice President   
Tammy Marks    - Treasurer 
Allen Sistrunk    - Secretary 
 

Directors 
Nick Bethmann    - Director 
Cynthia Wroblowsky  - Director 
Ruth Lynch                  - Director 
 

Committee Chairs   
Kathy Silverio    - Refreshments 
Lynn Thompson     - Editor / e-Editor 
Tammy Marks    - Web Master 
Shawna Price      - Publicist 
Lynn Thompson    - Membership  
Kitty Phillips     - Past President 
Shawna Price     - Events 
Jeff Hutchinson    - Sales  
Nick Bethmann    - Librarian 
 
 

July Program:    William Shawl 
 
Speaking on Plant Problems and 
Diseases 
 
 
July  Ramble:    No Ramble 
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President’s Message 

 
   OK, I know it’s hot but that’s not keeping us indoors. 
We had a good turnout for the June Ramble and what a 
pleasant Ramble it was.  Thanks to all those who didn’t 
call the police when we invaded their gardens.  Now you 
can take a break for the next couple of months.  And John 
Irvine was highly entertaining as our speaker last month as 
he clearly informed us how not to fertilize bromeliads.  I, 
for one, have not fertilized mine since.  
   Jeff Hutchinson and I will be leading the Bromeliad 
Workshop at Mounts on July 17th starting at 9:00 AM and 
we encourage our new members to attend for a more in-
depth coverage of the topic than we normally have time 
for at  our meetings.  We encourage our old members to 
attend as well because that will just add to the enjoyment. 
We intend on not only covering the basics but discussing 
aspects for more advanced cultivation techniques like 
grafting.  I’d love to give you more details about the 
presentation but Jeff and I haven’t figured it out yet. 
Attendance does require registering with Mounts and 
payment of a fee. 
   OK, I know it’s hot but weren’t we dying to get out of 
the cold weather of last winter?   See how happy you are 
now!  I know my broms are loving it…hope to see me at 
the next meeting. 
                                                                Joe Libertucci 
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Time is flying by! 
 

Kathy Silverio 
Refreshment Chair 

 
    Didn’t we just have a 
meeting?  Time is flying 
by way too quickly. 
Thankfully there is no 
picnic this month. It is 

just way to hot.  But the heat does not stop us from 
having our meetings.   
   Last month, I was not sure what was going to be on 
the table since I did not get very many responses. But 
as usual the members came through and the table was 
filled until it was overflowing.  There was strawberry 
chocolate rum cake, Kalua flan, a fresh fruit salad, 
ham and cheese sandwiches, two shrimp platters, 
homemade brownies, passion fruit pie. a vegetable 
plate, coffee cake and a fresh fruit tart, assorted juices, 
including our favorite bromeliad juice (alias pineapple 
juice).  Trivia Question; how many passion fruits does 
it take to make a pie -about 20. Thank you to the 
following members that contributed to the table and to 
the members I missed acknowledging, we could not 
have a refreshment table without your support:  
 
 Amy, Ben, Rod, Lynn & Mike, Harriet and Larry, 
Allen, Linda, Maria, DA, Ruth, Mark and Maureen  
 
    We are into the off season for birthdays and some 
of our members are out of town, so if you feel like 
bringing some thing for the refreshment table do not 
hesitate, it does not have to be your birthday month. 
The meetings are always well attended so any and all 
contributions are welcome.       
Our meeting is coming up on Thursday, July 15th. If it 
is your birthday month (or if you just feel like it) 
please bring in a snack or 
other refreshment for the 
table. Let me know what 
you will be bringing by 
calling me at (561) 635-
1507 or email me at 
drrodrigos@aol.com. Oh 
and by the way, if I do not 
hear from you and it is 
your birthday month, you may get a reminder from 
your favorite refreshment chair.  

   Don’t forget, those with December birthdays may 
bring refreshments any month, since there is no 
meeting in December.  
 
See you at the meeting!  
                                   
July Birthdays: 
 

Bill Bifano-Polverari,  John Evans,  Frances 
Hunter,  Diana Loveland,  Terry Lynch,  Steve 
Pressley,  Kathy Silverio,  Brenda Skaggs 
Happy Birthday! 
 
New Members: 
 

Louise Gold,  Roberta Selick         Welcome! 
 

Websites 
 

BSI International: 
http://www.bsi.org/ 
 

Florida Council of Bromeliad Societies 
http://www.FCBS.org 
 

Boca Raton Bromeliad Forum 
http://forums.bocabromeliads.com/ 
 

Mounts Botanical Garden 
http://www.mounts.org/home.asp 
 

Photos: 
Ramble Pictures by Joe Libertucci & Lynn 
 
http://www.bsi.org/webpages/bspb/10-07/ramble.html 
 

Pedro Diaz's Blooming Alcantarea Odorata  
 
http://www.bsi.org/webpages/bspb/10-07/Pedro.html 
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Farewell to Good Friends 
 
   This Spring we lost two really good friends. 
Many of you remember Lester Berkow; a great 
participator and joiner of all things fun and from 
what I heard also a great instigator. This was very 
much in evidence at the celebration of his life 
held by his family and friends. Many friends from 
the local plant societies were at the Celebration: 
Orchids, Bonsai, Bromeliads, and of course you 
can’t forget the Koi and the Tennis.  

    
  I remember Lester as a big jolly fellow with 
always a smile and a wink, and a hint that he was 
about to embark on some hijinks. He’d open his 
garden and his home to us many times to share 
his love of plants and fish. The story on his fish 
pond or maybe pool is a better label is that is was 
suppose to be a simple pool. One back-hoe and 
several months later, it evolved into this beautiful 
and sophisticated pool for his award winning 
Koi’s. Lester was very passionate about his 
interests. 
 
 

   Our other friend some of you may know is 
Polly Pascal. Polly is a long time member of the 
Bromeliad Society of Broward County, a 
bromeliad judge, and many years ago she spoke 
at our Society on pitcairnias; she loved 
pitcairnias. Many of the ones we have in our yard 
came from her.  
   Polly could never set her water timer correctly 
and at least twice a year we would go down to her 
house so Ken could reset her sprinklers. On one 
visit we found a huge camper van in her 
driveway; it’s about the size a rock star would use 
to ferry themselves from one gig to the next. We 
thought Polly and Ben had guests; turned out it 
was their new vacation vehicle. Polly was tiny 
(even I can look down at her head) and definitely 
on the elderly side; her husband was not much 
different. We just shook our heads thinking of the 
two of them on the highways behind the wheel of 
this 3 bedroom condo; wondering how they 
managed to see beyond the steering column. 
   Polly was a character and sweetest person you 
could meet. Both Lester and Polly had a positive 
impact on people and that’s what life is all about. 
We celebrate their existence and toast them on to 
their next destination.        Tammy Marks 
 
 
Calling all plant people!!   
  
The Begonia Society is holding its annual silent plant 
auction.   Any plant or plant related item will be 
featured--not just begonias.  So far some of the 
featured plants are some huge amorphophallus, 
orchids, blooming bromeliads, begonia collections, 
ferns, some framed and some matted botanical 
prints, begonia reference books, begonia books, 
succulents, and much more.   
   We meet in the Mounts Auditorium and the auction 
begins around  7:15 p.m. on Monday, July 12th.  
   Please tell any of your plant friends about the silent 
sale.  Cash preferred  or check accepted. 
  
Thanks,  
Johanna Kitson 
 
 


