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Meeting Information  
 

Next Meeting:   Thursday  -  08/19/2010  
 

Time:                 7:30 p.m. 
 

Location:  Mounts Botanical Garden at 531 North Military Trail, West 
Palm Beach FL 33415.   North of Southern Blvd.  Meeting is in the 
building next to the front parking lot.   (Do not go through the main 
entrance gate.) 

Officers  
Joe Libertucci    - President 
Lewis Burger     - Vice President   
Tammy Marks    - Treasurer 
Allen Sistrunk    - Secretary 
 

Directors 
Nick Bethmann    - Director 
Cynthia Wroblowsky  - Director 
Ruth Lynch                  - Director 
 

Committee Chairs   
Kathy Silverio    - Refreshments 
Lynn Thompson     - Editor / e-Editor 
Tammy Marks    - Web Master 
Shawna Price      - Publicist 
Lynn Thompson    - Membership  
Kitty Phillips     - Past President 
Shawna Price     - Events 
Jeff Hutchinson    - Sales  
Nick Bethmann    - Librarian 
 
 

August Program:    Dr. Terri Bert 

“Here’s Lookin’ at More Novel 
Bromeliad Genera”     See page 3 

Dr. Bert will be selling plants.  
Members please do not bring plants to 
sell.  Raffle plants are fine. 

August  Ramble:    No Ramble 
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President’s Message 

Spring has sprung 
 
Fall has fell 
 
Summer’s here 
 

And it’s hot as usual… 
 
   A is for August and avocados  ( and other tropical fruit ) 
and aromas ( of night blooming jasmine ) and adventitious 
happenings in the garden and absurd hybridizations ( from 
Nick ) and asynchronous communications at our meetings 
and arboreal hosts for our bromeliads.  OK, so now you 
know I spent the weekend with the grandchildren. 
   Thanks to all those dehydrated volunteers that showed 
up at the nip and tuck for the Mounts Island last month.  It 
looked great!  The Alcantarea odoratas in flower stole the 
show.  We’re going to have a big hole in the landscape 
after they bloom out. They are such an integral part of Jeff 
Hutchinson’s design that we’ll have to replace them in the 
Fall so if any one becomes aware of a good source keep 
that in mind. 
   Those interested in participating in the Shady Affair 
next month need to coordinate with John Evans         
(561-588 -8088) for the 10 X 10 tent and banner.  You’ll 
need to bring a chair and table or any other props you may 
need.   The dates are September 11 & 12, 10AM-4PM.  
   Jack Kramer is the author of a new book on bromeliads 
that is scheduled to be released in March of 2011 titled  “ 
Bromeliads,  Companion Plants to Orchids “.   
                                                                 continued on page 2 
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Kathy Silverio 
Refreshment Chair 

  
What a fabulously 

full refreshment table 
we had last month. I 
don’t know about you 
but I have stopped 
eating dinner before 
the meetings. There is 
so much food and so 
many choices, why 

bother rushing to eat when you can enjoy friends, food 
and bromeliads all at the same time. Thankfully this 
month was no different we had a good turn out and 
full table. This was what was on the menu; a fresh 
fruit bowl filled with  strawberries, pineapples and 
blueberries, homemade brownies, ham & cheese 
sandwiches, lemon verbena cake, lychee’s, freshly 
picked, chocolate marble cake, banana pops, ziti with 
rolls, parmesan rosemary bread and Bromeliad Juice 
(alias pineapple juice).  Thank you to the following 
members that contributed to the table and to the 
members I missed acknowledging, we could not have 
a refreshment table without your support:    Adra, 
Sharon, Marsha, Brenda, Patt, Ruth, Harriet, 
Larry and Rod.  
    We are into the off season for birthdays and 
some of our members are out of town, so if you 
feel like bringing some thing for the refreshment 
table do not hesitate, it does not have to be your 
birthday month. The meetings are always well 
attended so any and all contributions are 
welcome.       

    Our meeting is coming up on Thursday, 
August 19th. If it is your birthday month (or if 
you just feel like it) please bring in a snack or 
other refreshment for the table. Let me know 
what you will be bringing by calling me at (561) 
635-1507 or email me at drrodrigos@aol.com. Oh 
and by the way, if I do not hear from you and it is 
your birthday month, you may get a gentle 
reminder from your favorite refreshment chair.  
Don’t forget, those with December birthdays may 
bring refreshments any month, since there is no 
meeting in December.    See you at the meeting!  
 

August Birthdays: 
Catherine Burger,  Robert Koehler,  Brenda Lines,  
Aine Moritz,  Susan Slocum,  Diane Sordo,  Marion 
Tieniber     Happy Birthday! 
 

Websites: 
BSI International: 
http://www.bsi.org/ 
 

Florida Council of Bromeliad Societies 
http://www.FCBS.org 
 

Boca Raton Bromeliad Forum 
http://forums.bocabromeliads.com/ 
 

Mounts Botanical Garden 
http://www.mounts.org/home.asp 
 

Photos: 
 
Mounts clean up by Lynn: 
http://www.bsi.org/webpages/bspb/10-08/Mounts.html 
 
Joe & Jeff's Bromeliad class at Mounts by Lynn: 
http://www.bsi.org/webpages/bspb/10-08/bromeliad.html 
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continued from page 1 
Jack has indicated that a copy will be donated to 
our library upon publication. 
   As far as I know ( about 3 feet ) this month’s 
meeting should be a rocker with our speaker Dr. 
Terri Bert, the highest source of energy in the 
State of Florida outside of FP&L. Presumably 
she will continue with her discussion of little 
known genera.  And G is for… 
                                                      Joe Libertucci 
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August Speaker 
 

Dr. Terrie Bert 
 

    Dr. Terrie Bert is a longstanding member of 
the Sarasota Bromeliad Society (SBS) and the 
Caloosahatchee Bromeliad Society and has 
held multiple offices in the SBS.  She also 
served the Florida Council of Bromeliad 
Societies (FCBS) as a representative and 
officer for eight years.  For the Bromeliad 
Society International, she has been a Florida 
Director and chaired several international 
committees.  She currently is Librarian, 
Curator of the Wally Berg Award of 
Excellence, and an internationally accredited 
Master Judge.  She’s given over 100 
presentations on bromeliads to numerous U.S.  
and international bromeliad societies and 
other groups.  She has authored articles for the 
BSI Journal and the FCBS newsletter.   She 
cultivates approximately 2,500 different 
bromeliads in 24 genera.  She’s won multiple 

top awards in local bromeliad shows and BSI 
world conferences and is a volunteer for and 
contributor to the BSI Bromeliad  
Identification Center.   Terrie has a Ph.D. in 
marine biology and is a research scientist for 
the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation 
Commission.  She also makes quilts and 
SCUBA dives.  
 

This month’s talk:  
  

“ Here’s Lookin’ at More  
Novel Bromeliad Genera” 

 
   In this presentation, I talk about 
uncommonly cultivated bromeliad genera 
starting with the letters H, L, M, and N.  For 
each genus, I review the natural distribution, 
habitats, and growing conditions.  I show 
examples of species in the genus in cultivation 
and in nature; describe how (if) they can be 
cultivated; and include interesting facts and 
tidbits of fun information wherever possible.   

 

Joe & Jeff teaching the bromeliad class at Mounts July 17, 2010 
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