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Vriesea otigantha: An Obligate Epiphyte of Velloziaceae
Clãudfo Coetho de Paula’ & Elidlo Armando Exposto Guarçoni2

Vriesea otigantha (Baker) Mez was first described in 1884, from a spec
imen collected at Serra do Ouro Branco, Minas Gerais, Brazil. According to
Smith & Downs (1977), this species is found in the Serra do Ouro Branco,
Serra do Cipó and Serra do Capanema, in the state of Minas Gerais and usual

ly occurs in Campos Rttpestres (grasslands on rocky soils). Coffani-Nunes
(1997) extended its distribution to the northeastern state of Bahia, along
Cadeia do Espinhaco.

Vriesea otigantha grows between 1100 and 1400 m above sea level
where it is found exclusively on species of Velloziaceae (FIGURE 1), specifical

ly Vettozia compacta and V cfracenoides, in Serra Ouro Branco and Serra do
Cipó, respectively These Velloziaceae are known in Brazil as “canela-de-ema.”
Vriesea oligantha is occasionally observed on rocks or in soil, but in such
cases, this is due to a plant having fallen off of its host.Thus, Vriesea oligantha
should not be classified as rupicolotis or terrestrial, as cited by some authors.

Vriesea otigantha is easily recognized by its almost silver-grayish leaves
with small purple color spots, arranged in the form of an urn. Other promi
nent characteristics of this species are the erect scape and simple inflores
cences with sectind flowers after anthesis, almost perpendicular to the
rachis (FIGURES 4, 6).The plants can be seen from a considerable distance in
the middle of the foliage of Veltozia thanks to their erect inftorescences.The
flowers have light yellow petals and open at night, characteristic of section
Xtphion to which it belongs (FIGURE 3). In Serra do Cipó, Vriesea otigantha
blooms between November and January The fruits are turned down when
ripe, which may facilitate seed dispersion by the wind (FIGURE 5).

On Serra do Ouro Branco, Vriesea oligantha grows excitisively on old
plants of Vettozia compacta, especially in the highest parts of this plant
where the greatest amount of sunlight is available. A large number of young
individtials that are ellipsoid in shape (FIGURE 2) are commonly observed
around adult plants.

Adult individuals develop a lateral sprout soon after flowering, which
originates from the bud in the axial of the most otiter leaves of the rosette. In
some isolated plants, a large number of small offshoots can be observed,
even before flowering.

The major conservation problem facing Vriesea otigantha is the
exploitation of its host, canela-de-ema, which is used as firewood and also for
landscape purposes and orchid and bromeliad cultivation. The harvesting of
canela-de-ema has led to the loss of many populations of Votigantha.

1’Departamento de Biologia Vegetat - Universidade Federal de Viçosa (UFV) - Unidade De
Pesquisa E ConservaçEo Dc Bromeiiaceae (UPCB), Brasil - vidaiia@ufv.br.

2. Herbário Serra DasAranhas (HSA), Brasil - herb.s.aranhas@bol.com.br.
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